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breakfast served and William Douglas standing by the table: he was there to perform the duties of carver and taster for the Queen. Notwithstanding their bitter hatred for Mary, the Douglases would have looked upon it as an ineffaceable stain upon their honor if any mishap should befall the prisoner while she was an inmate of their castle. In order that she might herself feel no apprehension in that regard, William Douglas, in the capacity of castellan, chose not only to carve the Queen's food in her presence, but also to taste all the dishes which were served at her table, as well as the water and the different wines which were brought to her.
This precaution caused Mary more regret than consolation, for she realized that, if persisted in, it would make all freedom of conversation at her table impossible during her residence at the castle. The purpose of the proceeding was too noble, however, for her to impute it to her host as as crime, so she resigned herself to his company, revolting as it was to her; but from that day she cut her meals so short that the most protracted dinners while she was at Lochleven lasted barely quarter of an hour.
Two days after her arrival, as Mary took her seat at the breakfast table, she found a letter addressed to her lying on her plate. She recognized Murray's handwriting, and her first feeling was one of unalloyed delight, for her only hope now lay in this brother of hers, to whom she had always been uniformly generous and kind; she had transformed him from simple Prior of St. Andrews into an earl and had bestowed upon him the magnificent domains which formed a part of the ancient Earldom of Murray, but the most signal favor of all was the pardon which she had granted or feigned